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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1.1 The Development Consent Order (DCO) application for the A47/A11 Thickthorn 
Junction was submitted on 31 March 2021 and accepted for examination on 28 
April 2021. 

1.1.2 The purpose of this document is to set out Highways England’s (the Applicant) 
comments on Local Impact Reports submitted to the Examining Authority at 
Deadline 1 on 13 October 2021. 
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construction of the Scheme are considered and Receptor R6 was selected to 
represent the potentially worst-affected dwellings within the Cringleford 
development. The assessment at this location identified the potential for moderate 
or major construction noise impacts due to some of the works phases unless 
further mitigation is considered. This construction noise impacts could result in 
significant effects without further mitigation. For this reason additional mitigation 
against construction noise is identified in Section 11.9 and Table 11-12 in the form 
of temporary noise barriers. With this further mitigation, no signficant effects are 
expected to occur due to construction noise. The above is controlled through an 
Environmental Management Plan (APP-128) that requires the construction 
Contractor to limit construction noise to below the SOAEL (Significant Observed 
Adverse Effect Level) values, demonstrated through on-site noise monitoring.  

 

The assessment of operational road traffic noise requires a three-dimensional 
road traffic noise to be constructed accounting for the ground profile and 3D 
alignment of the Scheme (including height). An assessment of changes in road 
traffic noise was then carried out comprising a comparison of the level of road 
traffic noise at each receptor in the ‘Do Minimum Opening Year’ scenario versus 
the ‘Do Something scenario’ in both Opening and Future Year. The conclusion of 
the assessment for the Scheme was that significant effects due to operational 
road traffic noise with the Scheme (including incorporated mitigation measures) 
are not expected to occur at noise-sensitive receptors within the study area.  

 

In relation to the Cringleford development, eight dwellings within the development 
were expected to experience a minor adverse impact with a change in road traffic 
noise of 1.0 to 1.2 dB LA10,18hour on scheme opening, while the noise changes 
elsewhere within the Cringleford development are negligible. Through applying the 
DMRB LA111 methodology, the change in road traffic noise at the above eight 
dwellings is not expected to result in any significant effects and no additional 
mitigation of operational noise was deemed appropriate or necessary in this 
location. 

 

Mitigation in the form of a noise-reducing road surface has been incorporated 
within the design of the Scheme.  The proposed surfacing on the new A11 to A47 
link road, and the Cantley Lane Link Road will be low noise surfacing, with the 
exception of the overbridges carrying the Cantley Lane Link Road across the A11. 
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2015/1594 – Phase A1-A Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton 
Road Residential development of 95no dwellings with associated open space and 
infrastructure. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2015/1681 - Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton Road 
Reserved Matters for appearance, layout, scale and landscaping of the first phase 
of development for 126 dwellings in relation to outline permission 2011/1804. 
Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2016/2230 - Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton Road 
Reserved Matters following planning permission 2011/1804 (Mixed Use 
Development) - Structural Landscaping. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2017/0151- Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton Road 
Reserved matters following outline planning permission 2011/1804/O - proposed 
residential development (phase A1-B) comprising 91 dwellings including 20% 
affordable housing and associated open space and infrastructure. Approved 
conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2017/1104 - Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton Road 
Reserved Matters Application following 2011/1804/O for phase B1-B - 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping for 107 dwellings. Approved 
Conditionally 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2326 - Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton Road, 
Reserved matters application for proposed residential development (phase A2) 
comprising 181 no. dwellings. Including 20% affordable housing and associated 
open space and infrastructure following 2011/1804. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2326 - Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton Road, 
Reserved Matters following outline planning permission 2011/1804 for detailed 
structural landscaping to areas SL9, SL10, SL11, SL12 & SL13. Approved 
conditionally 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2021/0758 - Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton Road Outline 
planning application (all matters reserved) for an 'uplift' of up to an additional 200 
dwellings (market and affordable units) on Parcels A4 (part) and B4 of Phase 4 of 
the Hethersett North village expansion area (subject of approved planning 
consent 2011/1804/O). Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2021/1965 - Land north of Hethersett Village Centre, Little Melton Road Reserved 
matters following outline planning permission 2011/1804 for residential 
development (Phases A3 & A4) comprising 200 no. dwellings including 20% 
affordable housing and associated open spaces & infrastructure. Pending 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 
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consideration 

2011/0505 – Land North of A11, Silfield Road, Outline planning permission for 
proposed development to include up to 500 dwellings, Community facilities, site 
infrastructure including new access roads, public rights of way and drainage, 
green infrastructure including public open spaces and structural landscape 
planting. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2015/1280 - Land North of A11, Silfield Road, Phase 1 development for 10 
dwellings including site Infrastructure, drainage and green infrastructure following 
outline planning permission 2011/0505. Approved conditionally 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2015/1649 - Land North of A11, Silfield Road, Reserved matters for 129 dwellings 
with details for Appearance, Landscape, Layout and Scale. Approved 
conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2015/1760 - Land North of A11, Silfield Road, Reserved matters for proposed 
development for 90 new dwellings including parking, garages, road infrastructure, 
drainage and green infrastructure. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2015/1766 - Land North of A11, Silfield Road Reserved matters application 
following outline planning permission 2011/0505/O for road layout. Approved 
conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2015/2380 - Land North of A11, Silfield Road Reserved matters for Proposed 
development for 150 new dwellings including parking, garages, road infrastructure 
and green infrastructure. Approved conditionally 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2016/2557 - Land North of A11, Silfield Road Reserved matters following planning  
permission 2011/0505 - Public open spaces, green infrastructure and structural  
Landscaping. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2016/2586 - Land North of A11, Silfield Road Reserved Matters following Outline 
permission 2011/0505 - Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale for 121 
Dwellings. Approved conditionally 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2012/0371 - Land To The East And West Of Rightup Lane. Outline planning 
permission for Mixed use development of up to 730 dwellings, up to 128 bed care 
home / homes (in one or two buildings), up to 250 square metres of retail / 
commercial floor space, a new primary school together with all other associated 
temporary and permanent infrastructure and green infrastructure, including new 
access arrangements, sports pitches, allotments and community orchard. 
Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 
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2015/2168 - Land To The East And West Of Rightup Lane, Reserved Matters for 
Phase 1 of development following planning consent 2012/0371 - Development of 
153 Residential Dwellings, Access, Public Open Space and associated 
Infrastructure. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2020/2434 - Land To The North And South Of Rightup Lane, Reserved matters 
following outline permission 2012/0371/O for the construction of vehicular and 
pedestrian access points, network of pedestrian and cycle routes, informal public 
open spaces, formal sports provision, play spaces, location of pumping station, 
biodiversity measures, strategic planting  
and grassland, allotments, orchard and sustainable drainage ponds, basins and 
swales.Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2021/0054 - Land To The East And West Of Rightup Lane Reserved Matters 
application following outline planning permission 2012/0371/O for the erection of 
33 dwellings. Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2021/0055 - Reserved matters following outline planning permission 2012/0371/O 
for the erection of 219 residential dwellings. Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2021/0125 - Land To The East And West Of Rightup Lane Reserved Matters 
application following outline planning permission 2012/0371/O for the erection of 
231 dwellings. Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2013/1793- Land South-west Of Newfound Farm, Colney Lane, Outline planning 
permission for a development for up to 650 dwellings together with a small local 
centre, primary school with early years facility, two new vehicular accesses off 
Colney Lane, associated on-site highways, pedestrian and cycle routes, public 
recreational open space, allotments, landscape planting and community 
woodland. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/1389 - Land South-west Of Newfound Farm, Colney Lane, Reserved 
Matters details for phase 1 relating to the internal spine road with associated 
drainage infrastructure and landscaping (Outline Planning Permission 
2013/1793). Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2200 - Land South-west Of Newfound Farm, Colney Lane, Reserved 
Matters details of appearance, layout, landscaping and scale of 650 dwellings 
with a local centre, land for educational use, associated on-site highways, 
pedestrian and cycle routes, public open space, play space, allotments and 
community woodland. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2013/1494 - Land East Of A47, West Round House Way And North Of A11; And 
Land To The South Of A11 To The East Of A47 And West Of Cringleford, Outline 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 
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planning application with all matters reserved (save access) for the creation of up 
to 650 residential dwellings (use class C3), up to 2,500 sq mtrs of use class A1, 
A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 floorspace, together with highways works, landscaping, 
public realm, car parking and other associated works. Refused, Appeal Allowed. 
2017/0196 - Land East Of A47, West Round House Way And North Of A11; And 
Land To The South Of A11 To The East Of A47 And West Of Cringleford, 
Variation of conditions 5, 6, 11, 28, 35, 36, 37 and 38 of permission 2013/1494 
(Outline planning application with all matters reserved (save access) for the 
creation of up to 650 residential dwellings (use class C3), up to 2,500 sq mtrs of 
use class A1, A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 floorspace, together with highways works, 
landscaping, public realm, car parking and other associated works.) - to  
facilitate greater flexibility in the delivery of the scheme. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2017/2120 - Land East Of A47, West Round House Way And North Of A11; And 
Land To The South Of A11 To The East Of A47 And West Of Cringleford 
Variation of conditions 1, 3, 4, 7, 10, 13, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 
30, 33, 36, 38, and 39 following application 2017/0196 which relates to - (Outline 
planning application with all matters reserved (save access) for the creation of up 
to 650 residential dwellings (use class C3), up to 2,500 sq mtrs of use class A1, 
A2, A3, A4, A5 and D1 floorspace, together with highways works, landscaping, 
public realm, car parking and other associated works.) - to facilitate the  
development coming forward on a phased basis. Approved conditionally 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2404 - Land East Of A11 And North And South Of Round House Way, 
Reserved matters application for appearance, landscaping layout and scale 
following outline permission 2017/2120 for the first section of access road and 7 
dwellings with associated landscaping. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2835 - Land North Of A11 & South West Of Round House Way, Reserved 
Matters application for appearance, layout, scale, landscaping and access road 
following outline permission 2017/2120, comprising 203 dwellings for the southern 
development parcel phase 2. Approved conditionally 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2836 - Land North Of A11 & South West Of Round House Way, Reserved 
Matters application for appearance, layout, scale, landscaping and access road 
following outline permission 2017/2120, comprising 90 dwellings for the northern 
development parcel phase 3. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2783 - Area BS1 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-1  
comprising 67 dwellings together with associated landscaping and infrastructure. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 
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Approved conditionally. 

2018/2784 - Area BS2 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-2 comprising 79 dwellings together with associated 
landscaping and infrastructure. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2785 - Area BS3 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-3 comprising 62 dwellings together with associated 
landscaping and infrastructure. Approved conditionally. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2786 - Area BS4 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-4 comprising 56 dwellings together with associated 
landscaping and infrastructure. Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2787 - Area BS5 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-5 comprising 23 dwellings together with associated 
landscaping and infrastructure. Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2788 - Area BS6 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-6 comprising 21 dwellings together with associated 
landscaping and infrastructure. Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2789 - Area BS7 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-7 comprising 42 dwellings and approximately 500 sq 
metres of commercial floorspace, together with associated landscaping and 
infrastructure. Pending consideration. 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2790 - Area BS8 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-8 comprising 765 sq metres of commercial floorspace 
(Use classes A1,A2,A3,A4,A5,D1) together with associated landscaping and 
infrastructure. Pending consideration 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 

2018/2791 - Area BS9 South Of Newmarket Road, Reserved Matters details of 
appearance, layout, scale and landscaping following outline permission 
2017/2120, for RM-APP-9 comprising of the formal and informal landscaping 
areas, including areas for formal sport pitches and a sports pavilion, and 

This comment is acknowledged and no response is required from 
the Applicant. 
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